I am delighted to write this annotation on the occasion of the bicentenary of the founding of the Belfast Medical Society -- now the Ulster Medical Society -- in 1806.

Queen\'s University Belfast ([fig 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}), has had a long association with the Ulster Medical Society and its predecessor. Medical education has been a core activity of Queen\'s since its foundation. Indeed, the medical school in Belfast actually predates the University. Medical subjects were taught at the Belfast Academical Institution from 1810 onwards and a medical faculty was established there in 1835. In 1849 Queen\'s became responsible for medical teaching, at a time when medical students made up 25 per cent of the total student population. Not surprisingly, many people regarded Queen\'s, as someone once said, "as a medical school with a university attached".

Medical education continues to thrive at Queen\'s, with core programmes in Medicine, Dentistry and Biomedical Sciences, together with an emerging emphasis on interprofessional education with Nursing and Pharmacy. The School of Medicine and Dentistry recently saw the medical student intake rise from 162 to 250 a year. An expansion of some 40 new academic staff and a £40 million capital programme is in progress to underpin medically-related research and education.

Medically-related research at Queen\'s, embracing both biomolecular science and translational medicine, is enjoying a growing international reputation. Key areas of research strength include cancer research and cell biology, vision science, clinical population sciences, respiratory medicine, vascular medicine and dentistry.

The world-leading Centre for Cancer Research and Cell Biology ([fig 2](#fig2){ref-type="fig"}), is the only founder member of the Lombardi International Oncology Centre outside the USA. As this edition goes to press, the Wellcome Trust have announced that a consortium led by Queen\'s and the Royal Victoria Hospital Trust has secured funding for a new Clinical Research Facility, and Cancer Research UK have announced that Queen\'s has been selected for a new Experimental Cancer Medicines Centre.

The links between both the University and the Ulster Medical Society are well-established and many of the leading figures in the local medical profession have played a major role in both institutions. These include Sir William Whitla, a former President of the Society, who was Chair of Materia Medica at Queen\'s in the early years of the 20th century. He was a benefactor to both the University, where the Whitla Hall bears his name, and to the Society.

The founding editor of the Ulster Medical Journal in 1932 was the colourful Dr Dickie Hunter, Senior Lecturer in Embryology in the Department of Anatomy at Queen\'s, later Secretary of the University and sometime circus ringmaster, whose portrait -- 'the man in the black hat' -- hangs in the Great Hall. More recently, Society member Sir Peter Froggatt served as Vice-Chancellor of Queen\'s, from 1976 to 1986.

The Ulster Medical Journal is one of the few peer-reviewed journals in the world linked to a university medical school. I am particularly pleased that the Editor, Professor Patrick Morrison, has secured a competitive Wellcome Trust grant which will allow readers around the world to access the back library of the Journal on Pub Med Central. Readers will be able to peruse articles such as Alexander Fleming\'s first published address on penicillin outside London in 1944 when he gave the Society\'s Robert Campbell oration. This facility will highlight the Journal\'s crucial role as a source of reference and record for more than 70 years.

Queen\'s congratulates the Society on its bicentenary. I very much hope that the links between the University and the Society will continue to prosper in the coming years.
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